») TM 






MEREDITH FINCH JER 
IG GUARA RISS GHOSTS 





І | / 
||| " |] 
1 І. 
и 
/¿ N 208% 
o ` W: 
#1 ` \ Å | 
ў” å | VI y. | 
1 = ç 
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VIVES PLEASE, MAMA. 
МАМА! МЕ 
QUICK! 


К 
3 РМ JUST ¿ 
MAKING A SYRUP 
FOR MADAME 
%ы > 
IT WAITZ 4 


FINE. YOU, SOME BOYS 
WERE THROWING 


> 
ME THIS TIME. 




















ROSE, HONEY, 
BUT I THINK...IT>S 


SSNIFFT NO. 

= Б МЕРЕ І CAN FEEL 

IT... FIGHTING SO 

HARD...IT WANTS 
TO LIVE 


ALL RIGHT, YOU 
WIN! QUICKLY, 


y г ТТ / | = 
GET YOU INSIDE | 


BEFORE ANYONE 






SPEAKING OF 
SAVING THINGS, I 
FOUND THIS UNDER 
YOUR BED THIS 
MORNING. 


Г>УЕ LOST YOUR FATHER. 
I COULDN?T BEAR TO 
LOSE YOU, TOO. 





гм GOING 
TO NAME HIM 


гм NOT 
SURE HOW MUCH 
I HAD TO DO WITH 
THE SAVING OF 
HIM. 


ШІМ YOU KNOW WHY, 
WHY DO І ТТІ ROSE. IF THERE IS 
HAVE TO WEAR ІІІ EVEN THE SLIGHTEST 
THAT DUMB THING ||| SS CHANCE THAT YOU 
ANYWAYZ IT ITCHES, | НАУЕ МАСІС.... 
AND IT?S ALWAYS 
CATCHING ON 
THINGS. 







SOMEONE 
MUST HAVE HURT 
HER VERY BADLY... 
WHAT ELSE COULD 
MAKE A PERSON SO 
ANGRY... ANGRY 
AND SAD. 

















VENTA BELGARUM. 
ELEVEN YEARS AGO. 
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«МОЈ I WON'T DO IT! 
YOU CAN?T MAKE ME! 
IF YOU REALLY LOVED ME, 
YOU WOULDN?T BANISH 
ME TO SOME MOLDY 
OLD CASTLE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE!” 
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ARE YOU EVEN 
LISTENING TO ME, 
DADDY2 DADDY2! 













YOUR MARRIAGE 
TO PHILIP OF LENCHTER 
CEMENTS AN ALLIANCE 
THAT HAS TAKEN YEARS 
TO NEGOTIATE. 


I AM OLD AND SOON YOUR 
BROTHER WILL ASCEND 
THE THRONE. 


IT IS TIME FOR YOU 
TO MARRY. PHILIP 
IS A GOOD MAN. 




















ІМ SORRY, DRUCILLA. 
THERE IS NOTHING MORE 
I CAN DO FOR YOU. 






NOTHING 
EXCEPT MAKE ME 
QUEEN INSTEAD OF 
THAT DO-GOODER 
FOOL, FELIX. 


NO LUCK 
WRAPPING THE 
OLD MAN AROUND 
YOUR FINGER 
THIS TIME2 


DRU... YOU IN 
ТНЕКЕ2 


SSNIFFS 
HOW CAN YOU 
LET HIM DO THIS2! 
SELL ME TO 
THAT... THAT 
SAVAGE?! 


COME ON, YOU 
KNOW THAT?S NOT 
FAIR, DRU. FATHER IS 
GIVING YOU WHAT YOU?VE 
ALWAYS WANTED...A 
KINGDOM TO RULE. 


BESIDES, T?VE KNOWN 
PHILIP А LONG TIME. HE?S GOT А 
GOOD HEART AND НЕ?5 NOT LOOKING 
FOR A BROODMARE, HE?S LOOKING 
FOR A STRONG WOMAN TO RULE 
BY HIS SIDE. THAT?S WHY НЕ 
CHOSE YOU. 





COME ON, 
DRU... YOU DON?T 
MEAN THAT. 


SAME OLD SELFISH DRUCILLA. 
TOO CAUGHT UP IN WHAT YOU 
HAVEN?T GOT TO SEE THE GIFT 
YOU'RE BEING GIVEN. 


РАТНЕК? 5 
DOING WHAT нЕ? 5 
DONE OUR WHOLE 
LIVES... TRYING 
TO MAKE YOU 
HAPPY. 


YOU?D BE А 
QUEEN IN LENCHTER, 
SOMETHING YOU?LL NEVER 
BE HERE. BUT, AS USUAL, 
NO PRIZE IS BIG ENOUGH 
TO MAKE YOU HAPPY. 


ТОЧКЕ NOT ANGRY 
ABOUT GETTING MARRIED, 
DRU. YOU”RE ANGRY YOU KE 
NOT GETTING YOUR 
OWN WAY. 


YOU THINK 
I NEED A MAN 
TO RULE BESIDE2 TO 
GIVE ME WHAT SHOULD 
BE MINE BY RIGHT2! 
I'M BETTER THAN 
ANY OF YOU. 


NO! 
YOURE JUST 
AS BAD AS HE 
IS! YOU COULD 
STOP THIS! BUT 

YOU WON?T. 





I SHOULD BE 
QUEEN OF TTEREVE, 
DOLORA. NOT SOME 

BARREN ROCK ON 
THE EDGE OF THE 
WORLD! 


THERE, THERE, 
POPPET. YOUR POOR 
MOTHER, BLESS HER 
SOUL, WOULD NEVER 

HAVE LET THIS 

HAPPEN. 


| YOUR FATHER IS TOO OLD, TLL RUN AWAY. LET?S SEE 
TOO TIED TO TRADITION TO HOW WELL THEIR ALLIANCE 
REALIZE THE GIFT HE IS HOLDS UP WITHOUT THE 
THROWING AWAY. | SACRIFICIAL LAMB. 
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I SUPPOSE “У. : 
THATISONE |. Ё 7. Nl ...BUT WHAT IF I 
OPTION... Д, EE | ` ; TOLD YOU THERE 
сс Š ; = WAS ANOTHERZ 
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HOW MUCH 
LONGER UNTIL WE 
REACH MILLHAVEN, 
SIMON2 


HEALING SUCH A 
GRIEQOUS WOUND 
HAS TAKEN MUCH OUT 
OF HIM. THE KNIGHT 
NEEDS BEST. 





THIS IS MY 
FAULT, THORNE. 
I WAS SO FOCUSED 
ON FINDING ILA 
AND WILL. 


I SHOULD 
HAVE MADE HIM 
STAY BEHIND UNTIL 
HE WAS WELL ENOUGH 
TO TRAVEL. 


ІШ 
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SSIGHL 
I JUST 
HOPE THEY’RE 
OKAY. 





гм NOT 
TURNING OUT TO 
BE MUCH OF A GUARDIAN. 
I COULDN?T REMOVE YOUR 
COLLAR. I САМТ HELP 
MY FRIENDS. 


WHAT MAKES ME 
THINK I’M GOING TO BE 
ABLE TO STOP DRUCILLA 


AND SAVE TTEREVE2 YOU MUST BE 


SORRY YOU GOT 
STUCK WITH ME. 


< 
YOU UNDERESTIMATE 
YOURSELF, BOSE. 


YOU BISKED DEATH 
TO SAVE ME WHEN 
YOU FOUGHT адар. 


YOU HEALED THE KNIGHT, 

A MAN WHO WOULD HAVE 
TUBNED YOU OVER TO TORTURE 
AND ENSLAVEMENT AT THE 
HANDS OF DRUCILLA. 


AND YOU WORRY FOR 
THE SAFETY AND WELL-BEING 
OF YOUR FRIENDS. 
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I AM рот STUCK 
WITH YOU. T WAS MADE FOR 
YOU. JUST AS YOU WERE MADE 
FOR ME. THERE IS NOTHING WE 
CANNOT DO. TOGETHER. 





DON?T TRY TO 
GET UP. YOU STILL 
NEED TIME TO RECOVER. 
МЕЦ. STAY HERE FOR 
A BIT SO YOU CAN 


REST2! І AM A KNIGHT 
OF TTEREVE, NOT SOME 
BABE TO BE CODDLED 
IN A WOMAN?S ARMS! 


YOUR 
FRIENDS ARE 
WAITING. 





IF YOU THINK 
I HEALED YOU 
ONLY TO LET 
YOU RISK-- 


— Й 
JP 
N 


А У 


N 


<< 
Q Зы. 


ZSIGHE 
ALL RIGHT. 
LETS... 





7 тв JUST... 
I THOUGHT 
I SAW... 








BLOODY HELL! FIRST, 
WE*RE CHASING FIRES, 
NOW МЕ?КЕ FOLLOWING 
BIRDS. IF SHE THINKS 
ІМ GOING TO TRAIPSE 
ALL OVER THIS 
GODFORSAKEN... 
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QUEEN?S ARMY LEFT 
THIS MORNIN?, WILL. GUESS IT?S 
TIME TO FIGURE OUT WHAT WERE 
GONNA DO WITH THESE PEOPLE, 
“CAUSE TAKIN? “EM ТО GRANNY?S 
HOUSE AIN?T AN OPTION. 


I HEARD 
SOME KIDS TALKIN? 
‘BOUT SOME CAVES 

NEARBY, MAYBE-- 


МЕКЕ RIGHT BACK 
WHERE WE BLOODY 
WELL STARTED 
WHEN WE GOT TO 
MILLHAVEN. 


DAMN IT, FEL! 
HOW CAN YOU BE TALKING 
ABOUT CAVES2 


ILA AND ROSE 
ARE BOTH 
GONE! 


THEY?RE 
COMING! 
THE QUEEN?S 
GUARD! WE?RE ALL 
GONNA DIE! 


ГУЕ KNOWN ILA 
LONG “NOUGH то 
KNOW SHE?LL TURN 
UP WHEN SHE?S 
READY. 





NO ONE 
CALLS ILA 
OLD. 


I NEVER SHOULD HAVE 
LISTENED! MARGARET ALWAYS 
SAID HER MOTHER-IN-LAW 
WAS CRAZY! TO THINK I LET 
THAT LOONY OLD BAT 
TALK ME ІМТО-- 








ALL RIGHT, MEN. 
WE DON?T KNOW 
WHAT МЕКЕ DEALING 
WITH. WAIT FOR MY 
COMMAND. 


SHE’S SENT A BLOODY 
) MONSTER! 
THAT?S NO ` 
MONSTER. 
THAT LOOKS 


BJARKE! 


FOR A GUY 
WHO DOESN?T 
SPEAK, YOU SURE 
HAVE A THING FOR 
MAKING AN 
ENTRANCE! 


І SHOULD?VE KNOWN ILA 
WOULDN’T LEAVE THOSE 
KIDS IN DRUCILLA?S 
HANDS. 


JENS \ 





SHE CAN?T 
BE THAT FAR 
BEHIND YOU. 


BJARKE, 
` WHEEE IS 
| SHE?! WHERE?S 
ILAZ? 


ВЈАККЕ2 | 
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YOW RE LUCKY THE 
QUEEN IS TIRED, REBEL. 
IF THE CHOICE WAS MINE 
| YOUR HEAD WOULD BE ON 
| | A SPIKE OUTSIDE THE 
GATES TONIGHT. 
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WHAT DO 
| YOU WANT DONE / 
| WITH THE PRISONER, [= 
YOUR MAJESTY2 





A REBELLION 
IS LIKE A SNAKE, LILITH. 
CUT OFF THE HEAD AND THE 
BODY DIES QUICKLY. 


A NIGHT IN MY DUNGEONS SOFTENS 
EVEN THE STRONGEST OF WILLS. 
~ BY TOMORROW SHELL 
BE BEGGING 





WHY DOES 
А THAT ONE STILL HAVE 


START THINKING ABOUT ЕЕ 
HOW MUCH YOU WANT Be THE COMMANDER OF 
TO SUFFER BEFORE ДУ i FIN THE QUEEN'S ARMY 
А ШЕ: БҮ МАМЕ. 
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THAT CHOICE IS 
NO MORE MINE TO 
MAKE THAN IT IS 
YOURS, LILITH. 


YOU THINK YOU ARE YOUR ARROGANCE 
ABOVE ALL OF THIS2 WILL MAKE BREAKING | 
AEOVE MEZ YOU THAT MUCH , | PERSONAL 
SWEETER. N MISSION. 








YOURE EITHER INCREDIBLY 
BRAVE OR COMPLETELY 
INSANE TO ANGER LILITH 
THAT WAY. 


ШЕ 


WE FEAR ONLY THAT WHICH 
WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND. 
MY FATE LIES BEYOND 
THESE WALLS. 
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ALL RIGHT, 
WE?VE CAUGHT 
UP WITH YOUR 
BLOODY GHOST 


NOT NOW, THORNE. Ё 
I’VE ALMOST : 
GOT IT. 


I ALMOST HAD 
HIM! WHY?D 
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PRINCE 
FELIX2 


HOW IS THIS 
POSSIBLE2 YOU 
DISAPPEARED... 
EVERYONE ASSUMED 
YOU HAD DIED ON 
> THE BATTLEFIELD. 


HOW CAN 
YOU SAY THAT2 
YOUR PEOPLE ARE 
SUFFERING. THEY 
NEED HELP. THEY 
NEED YOU! 





DON?T YOU 
THINK I WOULD 
HAVE DONE SOMETHING 
BY NOW IF I COULD 
HAVE2! 


HOW DO YOU 
PROPOSE I HELP 
THEM WHEN І 
CAN?T EVEN HELP 
MYSELF? 


DOWN HERE... 
THERE IS NO 
ESCAPE. 


NOT EVEN 
| IN DEATH. 


DEAD IN BATTLE 
OR LOCKED AWAY. 
IT?S ALL THE SAME. 
MY SISTER, DRUCILLA, 

HAS MADE SURE 

OF THAT. 





THERE WILL BE 
A RECKONING, PRINCE 
FELIX. FOR WHAT SHE 
HAS DONE TO YOU, TO 
OUR PEOPLE. YOUR 
SISTER WILL BE HELD 
TO ACCOUNT. 





IPS NOT 


DRU?S FAULT. 4 Í EA a 
WHAT SHE?S AR 2-0. \ KNEW HER 
DONE...WHAT ØP: АИИ LIKE сро. ике | 
E- р i I DID, YOU?D Å JG 
UNDERSTAND. AR Ди 
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2 27, 7 AN / Naas 
“OUR MOTHE - „| på — I 


WAS NEVER А STRONG (та SN | 
WOMAN.” på 


SIX BABIES IN AS 
MANY YEARS AND FIVE 
OF “ЕМ BOYS. АІМ”Т A 
PERSON ALIVE THAT С2М 
SAY YOU DIDN?T DO YOUR 

DUTY TO KING AND 

COUNTRY, MPLADY. 





бо _____. 一 
STSK TSK TOO EARLY. POOR WEE HMMM. OKAY, NANNY. I [ 
THING DIDN?T STAND A CHANCE. JUST...I JUST WANTED TO “MY SISTER WAS DENIED THE LOVE A 
WHY DON?CHA LET ME TAKE “IM, HOLD HIM BEFORE... YOUNG GIRL NEEDS FROM HER MOTHER.” 
МА?АМ. YA NEED YER REST. - 





MAMA, MAMA! 
YOU”LL NEVER 
BELIEVE WHAT I 
FOUND IN THE 
GARDENS! 





A PRINCESS ÅRE / | A І ONLY WANTED ТО =N 
УЕ? BUSTIN? IN “ERE u, ga - FEEL Д 
LIKE А HEATHEN. YE ЖАТ... HANJA N Ас 

SHOULD ВЕ ASHAMED, ers “аш 

THAT?S WHAT. OFF 

WITH YA! 





ONLY WANTIN? TO PUSH YERSELF IN ! | P | Y 
WHERE YA DON? BELONG, IS УУНА? | y NH | , | 
YER DOIN?. DRIVIN? YER POOR mr IPN 
DEAR MOTHER TO “ER GRAVE 


WITH YER NEEDINESS. S m == | 
| Y NN BUT... T?S HER | 
Z | == | чета 


К <a 


ша “OUR MOTHER DIED 
7. SHORTLY AFTER OUR 
-BABY BROTHER... 








“АМР DRU 
WAS NEVER 
THE SAME. 


— 








ТМ SORRY... 
WAS I SUPPOSED 
TO NOTICE YOU 
WERE GONEZ 


RUBIES2 YOU KILL MY 
MOTHER WITH YOUR NEED 
FOR MALE HEIRS AND YOU 

OFFER МЕ RUBIES2! 


NO TRINKET WILL EVER 
MAKE ME FORGET 
WHAT YOU*VE TAKEN 

FROM ME. 


25МЕЕ< 
ФО AWAY 
AND LEAVE МЕ 
ALONE. JUST LIKE 
YOU LEFT MY 
MOTHER... 


“MY FATHER TRIED TO 
FILL THE VOID IN DRU?S 
LIFE. BUT INSTEAD OF 
MAKING HER HAPPY, IT 
MADE HER SELFISH 
AND COLD.” 


ТМ BACK, 
DRUCILLA 
DARLING. 


LOOK, DEAR. 
125 RUBIES. 
FROM THE MINES 
OF MENNERA. 


IT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN YOU! 
YOU SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN THE ONE 
WHO DIED! 





“AFTER OUR MOTHER?S DEATH, NOTHING WAS 
EVER ENOUGH FOR DRUCILLA.>> 


“THERE WAS NOTHING 
MY FATHER WOULDN?T DO 
TO FILL THE VOID IN DRU?S 

LIFE... OR SO WE ALL 
BELIEVED.” 


ARE YOU EVEN 
LISTENING TO ME, 
DADDY? DADDY?! 


YOUR MARRIAGE 
TO PHILIP OF LENCHTER 
CEMENTS AN ALLIANCE 

THAT HAS TAKEN YEARS 


1 








“BY THEN I WAS BETROTHED AND MY FATHER 
KNEW DRUCILLA WOULD NEVER TOLERATE 

ANOTHER WOMAN IN THE CASTLE AS QUEEN. 

HE WAS ONLY TRYING TO MAKE HER HAPPY. 
BUT SHE ONLY SAW IT AS ANOTHER BETRAYAL.” > 





SO NOW YOU 
SEE...IT WAS OUR 
FAULT. WE MADE 
HER WHO SHE IS 
TODAY. 


(|| | | | Ү WE ALL MUST 
OSA | MAKE CHOICES 
NR IN THIS LIFE, 
PRINCE FELIX, 
INCLUDING HOW | 
WE CHOOSE TO 
RISE AFTER A 


YOU SPEAK 
AS IF DRUCILLA 
IS A MSUNDERSTOOD | 
=a CHILD, МОТ A MURDEROUS || 
ША MONSTER WHO DESTROYS Pf 
N EVEKYTHING SHE 
TOUCHES. 


У  LOVEIS A GIFT. 
YOUR SISTER USED 
IT AS A WEAPON TO 
MANIPULATE AND 
Å CONTROL THE PEOPLE 
š IN HEK LIFE... 


... HER ENDLESS 
DEMANDS AND NEED 
BECAME A DEMON THAT 
HARDENED HER HEART 
AND EMPTIED HER SOUL. 








DO NOT 
PITY YOUR 
SISTER. 


FOR IT IS THAT 
VERY ACHE THAT 
SHE HAS USED AS 
A WEAPON AGAINST 
YOU AND YOUR 
FATHER ALL THESE 


MUST BE 
STOPPED. å 


WHAT YOUR 
SISTER HAS DONE 
HERE...TO THE PEOPLE 
OF THIS LAND, IS EVIL. 
HER VILE NATURE HAS 
TAINTED THE VERY 
LAND ITSELF. 


SHAHAL 
TELL ME. HOW WILL 
YOU, AN OLD WOMAN 
LOCKED IN HER PRISONS, 
STOP HERZ THERE IS 
NO ESCAPING THIS 


NO. DRUCILLA 
HAS WON. THERE IS 
NO ONE LEFT TO STAND 
IN HER WAY. IN HERE OR OUT 
THERE, DEATH IS COMING 
FOR ALL OF US. MAYBE 
WE DESERVE IT. 





ONLY A 
COWARD 


WOULD SAY SUCH 
THINGS. DO YOUR 


PEOPLE DESERVE 
TO BE STARVED2 
TERRORIZED? NO! 
AS LONG AS WE 
CONTINUE TO 
FIGHT, THERE 
IS HOPE. 


HOPE2! 
YOU WANT 
TO TALK TO ME 
OF HOPE2! 


FOR TEN YEARS 
ALL I HAD WAS HOPE! 
THAT SHE WOULD COME TO 
HER SENSES AND STOP 
THIS MADNESS. 


DAY AFTER DAY, WHILE 
DRUCILLA DID HER 
WORST. TORTURING 
ME. HOPE WAS THE 
ONLY THING THAT 
KEPT ME FROM BUT THE DAY 
BREAKING. SHE LEFT ME TO 
ROT WITH THE REST 
OF THE PRISONERS 
WAS THE DAY I KNEW. 
THE DAY ANY HOPE 
I HAD DIED. 


BECAUSE 
THAT DAY I KNEW... 
I KNEW THAT SHE HAD 
FOUND HIM. THE ONE 
THING THAT COULD 
HAVE SAVED US. 
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I?M SORRY, 
THORNE, MY OLD 
FRIEND... SORRY THAT 
I WAS NOT KING ENOUGH 
TO LIVE UP TO YOUR FAITH 
IN ME. THAT I COULDN?T 
SAVE YOU... OR OUR 
KINGDOM. 


PRINCE FELIX, YOU 
ARE WRONG. THORNE AND I 
IS STILL OUT THERE. HAVE FOUND 


--А 
GUARDIAN FOR 
THORNE. 


YOU LIE. IT’S NOT POSSIBLE. 
THIS IS ANOTHER ONE OF 
DRUCILLA’S TRICKS. 


HEAR ME, 
PRINCE FELIX, 
AND KNOW THAT 
I SPEAK 
TRUTH. 


THE VERY LAND ITSELF 
STRUGGLES TO RISE UP 
AND REJECT YOUR SISTER 
AND HER REIGN OF 
TERROR. 


ROSE AND 
THORNE ARE OUR 
LAST HOPE. THEY 
ARE THE LAST OF 
THE GUARDIANS. 


THERE REMAINS 
ONLY ONE QUESTION 
LEFT TO ANSWER... 
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AN? SOMETHIN? 
TELLS ME I KNOW 
WHO T’PUT ME 
MONEY ON. 


THEY 
NEED OUR HELP. 
TOGETHER WE MUST 
FIND A WAY TO | 
DEFEAT 
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THOKNE WAS 
RIGHT2 HIDING 
HIMSELF AWAY IN 
THE STONE. IT 
WORKED?! PET 


S’GONNA ВЕ A 
HANGIN? ТМОККА AN? 
THE GENERAL’S ON 

GONNA BE. 


DIG 
№ зи МУ 
= ETE 

vi E ME 


“ER WAY DOWN TO 
TELL US WHO?S IT 


EVERYONE 
ОР “GAINST THE 
BACKS OF YER 





WHY 
AREN?T THEY 
MOVING2 


PUT YOUR 
SWORD AWAY, 
SIMON. THEY AREN?T 


THORNE2 


I DON’T KNOW... 
I JUST...I THINK 
THEY WANT TO 
HELP US. 


OF COURSE THEY DO. THAT?S WHY 
THEY APPEARED SUDDENLY AND 
SURROUNDED US. 








BUT IF WERE GOING ТО 
RUN OFF HALF-COCKED 
TO CHASE WHITE BIRDS 
INTO UNKNOWN FORESTS, 
WHY SHOULD CAUTION 
STOP US NOWZ 


Ma ) 





+ 
= 


Ny 4 а 
REDA 
МАУ 
Sy Ж 


en N 






NI) IDG 




















WELCOME, 
GUARDIAN. LONG 
HAVE THE PRIESTS 
OF TERA AWAITED 
YOUR ARRIVAL. 


THE TEMPLE 
IS READY. 
THE RITUAL 
AWAITS. 


RITUAL2 WHAT IS HE 
TALKING ABOUT, 
ТНОКМЕ2 





THAT SETTLES 
IT. МЕКЕ GOING 
WITH THEM. 


WE NEED TO 
GET THAT COLLAR 
OFF OF YOU. 











BESIDES, SOMETHING 
ABOUT THIS JUST 
FEELS RIGHT. WE HOLD IT RIGHT YOU KE МОТ ACTUALLY 
WERE LED TO THIS THERE, LITTLE > ~| SAYING МЕРКЕ GOING TO 
PLACE, TO THESE / FOLLOW THESE GUYS... 
PEOPLE, FOR A Ay WHO APPEARED OUT 
REASON. V j OF NOWHERE... 


«ТО SOME 
RITUALWE | 
KNOW NOTHING 
ABOUT. I’VE 
NEVER EVEN 
HEARD OF THE 
PRIESTS OF 


YOU?RE ASSUMING THEY’RE FOR ALL YOU KNOW 
GOING TO HELP YOU. I HAVEN?T THEY COULD BE 

HEARD THEM PROMISE WORKING FOR THE 
ANYTHING LIKE THAT. QUEEN AND THIS 


RITUAL INVOLVES DON?T LET 
CHOPPING OFF YOUR NEED TO GET 


YOUR HEAD. REVENGE ON DRUCILLA 
AND CONNECT WITH 
THORNE OVERRIDE 
COMMON SENSE, 





DEAR SIMON. 

BÁN WOULDN?T HAVE 
BROUGHT US HERE IF THEY 
WEREN?T GOING TO HELP US. 
BESIDES, ГУЕ GOT YOU AND 
THORNE TO PROTECT ME. 
WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
GO WRONGZ 


SOMETIMES 

YOUVE JUST 

GOTTA HAVE 
FAITH. 





WELCOME 
TO THE TEMPLE 
OF TERA. 


IF YOU WOULD 
DIRECT YOUR KHAT TO 
FOLLOW LANA, SHE WILL 
TAKE HIM TO A PLACE 
WHERE HE CAN REST AND 
BE KEPT COMFORTABLE 
DURING THE RITUAL. 


REST2 BUT І 
THOUGHT...ISN?T 
THORNE PART OF 
THE RITUAL2 


AREN?T WE 
HERE SO YOU CAN 
HELP US GET RID 
OF THIS HORRIBLE 





IT IS BEYOND 
OUR POWER TO 
REMOVE THE BOND 
THAT YOUR COMPANION 
NOW WEARS. 


BUT, PERHAPS THROUGH THE 
RITUAL OF ILLUMINATION, YOU 

WILL FIND THE ANSWERS 
Pè THAT YOU SEEK. 


THROUGH OUR WI 
EARTH MOTHER, 77 
THROUGH TERA, | | 


Å ALLTHINGS ARE 1722 
REVEALED. ДИ 


тел ү. 


THROUGH ТЕКА, 
ALL THINGS ARE 
REVEALED. 











ор, N 
THROUGH TERA, 
ALL THINSS ARE 


REVEALED. 


ROSE. STOP! 

I SWORE TO 
PROTECT YOU, BUT 
FOLLOWING A GROUP 
OF UNKNOWN DRUIDS INTO 
A HOLE IN THE GROUND 
FEELS MORE LIKE A 


BUT WHAT IF 

THIS IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO 

REMOVE THE 
\ COLLAR2 
Y М 


ANN == || N 
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1 ==" N. 


MAYBE THESE PEOPLE CAN 
HELP AND MAYBE THEY CANT. 
BUT WE WON”T KNOW IF 
WE DON’T TRY. 





YOU TOLD 
ME TO TRUST MY | 
ER: HEART. NOW, I NEED | 
“ы, YOU TO TRUST ME. / 





SAVE YOUR EMOTIONAL 
MANIPULATION FOR 
SOMEONE WITH THE 

ABILITY TO CARE. 


KILLING A PRIEST 
WOULDN”T BE THE 
WORST THING T’VE 

DONE TODAY. 





YOU A DEBT. 
IF THIS IS HOW 


IPS REPAID, ALL 
THE BETTER 
FOR ME. 
¡ura 


А | 
THANK YOU, 
SIMON. 
\ ( NV 


THE LAST OF THE GUARDIANS, 
YOU HAVE UNITED HER WITH 
THE ONE THING NECESSARY 

FOR HER POWER TO FULLY 
а > MANIFEST... HER KHAT. 


DID T LEAVE ANYTHING 

OUT2 GIVE ME A REASON > 
NOT TO PUNISH YOU AS 

р FURTHER. = 
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IF YOU HAD 
FOLLOWED MY 
INSTRUCTIONS AND 
BROUGHT ME THE GIRL, 
THE KHAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN COMPELLED 
TO FOLLOW. 


WE (VERE ABLE 
TO COLLAB THORNE. 
THEY WON'T BE ABLE 
TO FORM THE BOND AS 
LONG AS HE IS BOUND. 
HE’LL BE COMPELLED TO 
OBEY ANYONE WHO HOLDS 
HIS LEASH. VICTORY CAN 
STILL BE YOURS, 
MY QUEEN. 


MY VICTORY 
WAS NEVER 
IN DOUBT. 
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Т?М OUTTA 
IDEAS, BJARKE. WILL 
AIN?T SAID NOTHIN? 

SINCE YOU TOLD US 
‘BOUT ILA. HE JUST 
SITS THERE... 
















AN? THIS 
NOTE JUST 
CAME FOR “IM... 
WHAT IF IT?S 
SOMETHIN? 
IMPORTANT2 







ІМ SORRY, BJARKE. BUT WHATEVER [З Е 
YOU CAME TO SAY...IT”S OVER. >: 

I WON?T...I CAN?T DO THIS 

WITHOUT ILA. — 


— — z д 
й. ry М 


LA WA 
OUR ONLY MEANS 
OF CONTACT WITH 
THE COUNCIL. SHE 
KNEW WHO AND WITHOUT HER... 


я 5. WHAT ROSE WAS! WE MIGHT AS WELL 


~ ~ Ç / Ç 2 | 
ии NAD > PACK UP AND GO 
\ М 4 HOME. ANY PART WE 
N | 4 2 HAD TO PLAY IN 
LG NÅ 77 Z THIS I 3 
% IN >. w 5 15 DONE 
7 МА j 


JF 





YOU WANT ME 
TO HELP THE PEOPLE 
OF MILLHAVEN2! IN CASE 
YOU HAVEN?T NOTICED...ITS 
BECAUSE OF ME THAT 
THEY’RE HOMELESS! 


SHE WAS THE CLOSEST THING 
TO A MOTHER T’LL EVER 
KNOW, AND NOW SHE?S 


SSIGHE 
ALL RIGHT 
YOU WIN! 


I KNOW SOME 
CAVES NOT TOO 
FAR FROM HERE THAT 
SHOULD WORK. BUT 
THEN ТМ OUTTA 





IS IT SAFE2 
OR ARE YA GONNA 
BITE MY HEAD OFF 
= NOW THAT YER DONE 
CHEWING UP THE 
BIG GUYZ 


| 


NO JOKES, GOT IT. HOW 
‘BOUT LETTER 22 THIS 
CAME FOR YA ‘BOUT 

AN HOUR AGO. 


ТМ NOT IN THE 
MOOD, FEL. LET’S 
GET THESE PEOPLE A 
MORE PERMANENT 
PLACE TO LIVE 50 
I CAN 60 HOME. 





JUST GIVE IT A MINUTE, 
SIMON. YOUR EYES 
WILL ADJUS-- 











WHAT?S GOING 
ONZ! WHERE’S 
SIMON?! 


SO WHAT 
EXACTLY IS 
A RITUAL OF... 
WHAT DID YOU 
CALL IT AGAINZ 
ILLUMINATIONZ 


DAMNED PLACE 
COULD USE SOME 
N ILLUMINATION. 


SEE ABLOODY 
THING IN 














REST AND FIND 
PEACE, MIGHTY THORNE. 
WE BELIEVED ALL OF THE KHATZ 
DISAPPEARED DURING THE DARK 
WAR. NEWS OF YOUR SURVIVAL 
HAS BROUGHT MUCH JOY TO 
OUR HUMBLE SECT. 


HOW HAVE THEY MANAGED 
TO CREATE SUCH AN OASIS IN 
AN OTHERWISE BABBEN LAND? 


PERHAPS SIR DANTE 

WAS BIGHT TO HAVE 
MISGIVINGS. THERE IS MAGIC 
HERE. BUT WITH THIS соцав 
ор, BLOCKING MY CONNECTION 
TO THE EARTH, I AM Е 


OF ITS INTENT. 


WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO THE DAY WHEN ALL THE 
LAND OF TTEREVE CAN ONCE 
AGAIN FLOURISH UNDER THE 
WATCHFUL EYE OF A GREAT 
KHAT AND HIS GUARDIAN. 








WHAT WERE YOU 
THINKING?! WHY DID 
YOU HAVE TO GO AND 
MAKE LILITH LOOK 
LIKE A FOOL? 


SHE’S ALMOST 
AS BLOODTHIRSTY 
AS DRUCILLA. 


THE DIFFERENCE 
IS THAT DRUCILLA MAY 
BE A STONE-COLD BITCH 
WITH A HEART OF ICE, BUT 
SHE’S A PLANNER. SHE?S 
ALWAYS WEIGHING THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF 
HER ACTIONS. LILITH... SHE?S 
: CRAZY. I MEAN 
ACTUALLY CRAZY. AND 
SHE CAN?T STAND THE 
THOUGHT OF LOOKING 
WEAK. 


SO MUCH 
FUSS FOR 
SOMETHING 
THAT HAS NOT YET 
HAPPENED. 


YOUR FOCUS 
SHOULD BE ON 
WHAT YOU CAN DO 
TO HELP ROSE AND 
THORNE WHEN WE GET 
OUT OF HERE. 


YOU KNOW... 
YOU MIGHT BE 
JUST AS CRAZY 
AS SHE 15. 


EY! BACK “GAINST THE 
WALL. UNLESS YER 
WANTIN? A BEAT?N? 

BEFORE YER 
HANGIN?2 


М 
ЈЕ || 








ON YOUR 
FEET, MAGGOTS! 
GENERAL?S ON 
DECK. 


THE PEOPLE OF TTEREVE 
SEEM TO HAVE FORGOTTEN 
THE PRICE OF REBELLION. 


BUT THEY?RE 


т 4- ABOUT TO GET A 
Auen ы REMINDER. 


WHEN THE QUEEN 
MAKES AN EXAMPLE 
OF HER BROTHER... 


IT LOOKS LIKE YOUR 
USEFULNESS HAS 
COME TO AN END, 
PRINCELING. 




































SNIFFÉ 
WHAT HAVE I DONE?! 
SIMON AND THORNE 
BOTH TRIED TO WARN 
ME, BUT I WOULDN?T 
LISTEN. AND NOW... 
= SNIFFS...THEY"RE 
BOTH GONE. 


WHAT IF 
SIMON WAS RIGHT 
AND ТНЕҮ?ЕЕ JUST 
TESTING TO SEE HOW 
LONG IT TAKES FOR 
QUEEN DRUCILLA TO 
GET HERE AND 
KILL ME2 










BUT... 
>SNIFFÉ... ВАМ. 
HE WOULDN?T 
HURT МЕ. HE?S 
MY FRIEND. 


MAYBE THIS IS 
THE TEST. MAYBE 
THIS IS WHAT I 
NEED TO DO...TO 
LEARN HOW TO 
USE MY POWER TO 
FREE THORNE. 





AND THORNE2! 
SHELL TURN 
HIM AGAINST 
EVERYTHING 


























HE SAID I 
WOULD FIND THE 
ANSWERS I SEEK 
WITH THE RITUAL OF 
ILLUMINATION. WHAT 
IF THIS TEST IS PART 
OF THE RITUAL2 









OKAY, BÁN. 
ТМ READY. 
SHOW ME 
WHAT TO DO. 


WHERE ARE 
YOUZ 


МАМА? Ñ 
MAMA, 15 | 
THAT YOUZ 


THANK YOU, 
MY FRIEND. 
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WHAT IS YOUR FATHER GOING 
TO THINK IF WE AREN?T THERE 
TO GREET HIM AFTER BEING 
AWAY ALL THESE MONTHS 
IN THE WARS2 


ТМ COMING, MAMA, AND СМ \ М 
LOOK WHAT I FOUND. NN N | 
THEY’RE DADDY’S N HELL LOVE N \\ 


THEM. NOW, LET?S 


СЕТ A MOVE ON. ТМ 
SURE YOUR FATHER’S 
SEEN ENOUGH HORRORS 
TO LAST A LIFETIME--YOUR 
DIRTY FACE SHOULDN?T 
BE ONE OF THEM. 








Ñ 
MY FATHEK 
DIED FIGHTING 
FOK WHAT HE 
EELIEVED IN. 


A GUAKDIAN MUST 
SERVE...BOTH THE 
LAND AND ITS 
CREATURES. 


BRING IT ON. THIS IS NOTHING 
COMPARED TO THE LOADS OF 
FIREWOOD MY MOTHER USED 
TO MAKE ME CARRY 
EVERY WINTER. 


TO BRING HIM 
BACK WOULD BE TO 

SET HIM...TO SET US ABOVE 
EVERY OTHER FAMILY WHO 
LOST A LOVED ONE IN THE WAR. 

I WON?T DEMEAN THEIR 

SACRIFICE TO EASE MY 

OWN SUFFERING. 





OH! YOU POOR LITTLE 

BABIES ARE HUNGRY. 

WE NEED TO GET YOU 
SOMETHING TO EAT. 


| OH, NO 
~ 


IN THIS BASKET. 


SOMETHING TELLS МЕ YOU KE GOING 
ТО BE TROUBLE, AND I’M PRETTY 
SURE I WON?T PASS А TEST IF І 
COME BACK ONE BABY SHORT 
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BUT IT DOESN’T LOOK 
LIKE THAT?S GOING TO 
HAPPEN ANYWHERE 
AROUND HERE. 





SHA-HAZ ALL 
RIGHT, ALL RIGHT. YES, 
у. ADORABLE, TOO. 





AT LEAST 
THORNE IS 
GETTING A 
CHANCE TO 
REST. 


I WILL HOT BE 
SEPARATED FROM 
MY GUARDIAN AGAIN! 
рот NOW THAT I HAVE 


FOUND HER! 


“= Т WILL HOT BE 
LOCKED AWAY AGAIN 


YOU KNOW WE 
WERE MEANT FOR 
А EACH OTHER. 
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YOU KNEW IT ALL 
THOSE YEARS AGO. 
YOU KNOW IT NOW. 


WHY FIGHT DESTINYZ 

COME TO ME, THORNE. 

ТРУБЕ BEEN WAITING SO 
VERY, VERY LONG. 


YOU WEAR MY 
COLLAR NOW, THORNE, 
JUST AS YOU ALWAYS 

KNEW YOU WOULD. 


WHAT POWER DOES 
YOUR PUNY GUARDIAN 
HAVE COMPARED TO THE 
POWER OF THE GREATEST 
SORCERESS IN ТТЕКЕУЕ2 





ШШ 


THORN 





HOWZ HOW COULD 
SHE DO IT2 WERE TWINS, 
WE SHARED THE SAME 

WOMB... WET NURSE. 


JN 
HELL, І”М PRETTY NS SURE, SHE?S TORTURED 
SURE WE?VE EVEN (| МЕ, STARVED МЕ, КЕРТ МЕ 
SHARED THE 4 Ш| LOCKED AWAY ALL THESE YEARS, 
SAME WOMAN. \ | BUT I ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT, 
| = / SOMEWHERE DEEP DOWN INSIDE, 
i THERE WAS A PART OF HER 
THAT STILL LOVED ME. 


--- THAT WAS WHY SHE 
DIDN?T KILL ME THE NIGHT SHE 
MURDERED OUR FATHER AND 
BROTHERS...THAT IT WASN?T 
JUST BECAUSE I WAS THE 
ONLY PERSON WHO KNEW 
WHERE THORNE WAS. 


JUST AS SURE AS I AM THAT 
THERE IS A PART OF HER THAT 
DOES LOVE YOU, I AM SURE 
THAT IS THE REASON WHY SHE 
HAS MARKED YOU NOW FOR 
DEATH. YOU ARE HER LAST 
LINK TO HER HUMANITY. 


TO PROTECT HERSELF FROM PAIN, ІТ WILL МОТ BE BROKEN, IT WILL 
YOUR SISTER HAS EMPTIED HER BECOME UNBREAKABLE, 


HEART OF FEELING. SHE HAS IMPENETRABLE, IRREDEEMABLE.” 
LOCKED IT AWAY. BUT А HEART 


SAFE IS A HEART CHANGED. 


“1 LEWIS, C.S., THE FOUR LOVES. 


SAN 


IT IS CHOICES 
OF THE HEART 
THAT DETERMINE 
THE COURSE OF A 
LIFE, MY PRINCE. 


| WHAT 
CHOICE WILL 
YOUR HEART 
МАКЕ2 





I TOLD YOU 
BEFORE, ESCAPE IS 
IMPOSSIBLE. I GREW 
UP IN THIS CASTLE. I KNOW 
ITS EVERY SECRET. THERE 
IS SIMPLY NO WAY... 


N 
( 


AS | 





S...S... SORRY. 
C...C... COOK О... 
GIMME THAT! ONLY 5...5... SENT 
“BOUT TIME YOU THE...THE ONE 
GOT HERE. TRAY. 


\ | ONE TRAY 
4 OF PISS, LOOKS 
LIKE...OR MAYBE 
THAT?S ALL 
YA COULD BE 
BOTHERED 
Т” CARRY2! 


ЗНАНАНА: GO GET 
ЯМ, КАП SHOW THAT 
COOK-Y WHAT FOR. 


T’LL SHOW THAT 

FAT ARSE OF A 
COOK WHAT?S 
WORTH EATIN?! 





YOU?RE NOT 
GOING TO BE 


SHOWING ANYONE 


ANYTHING 




















I DO NOT 
BELIEVE IN 
IMPOSSIBLE. 







ILAZ ILA 
WHERE ARE 
YOU 






HOW ABOUT 
RIOTS2 BECAUSE 
THAT?S WHAT THIS 
IS ABOUT TO TURN 























бт» kone WHAT THE NAME OF 
QUICKLY. A 2 EAVEN ARE YOU DOING 
HERE2! YOUR MOTHER 
WOULD NOT THANK ME 
FOR RISKING YOUR LIFE 
IN SUCH A WAY. 


< < A / am 
OVER HERE. 2 2 > => ” ARTUS GREY! un då 
1779 Ж 4 Ы а | 





ТНАМК5 ТО 
QUEEN DRUCILLA, 
I NO LONGER HAVE 
A MOTHER TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE RISKS 
I TAKE. 


NO! NOT 
ABIGAIL! 


IF YOU WANT TO 
LIVE LONG ENOUGH 
TO SEE THIS GUARDIAN 
YOU CLAIM TO HAVE 
FOUND, THEN MOVE 

NOW, CRY LATER 


THIS WAY. Т?УЕ GOT SOME 
HORSES WAITING FOR US 
А ONCE WE GET PAST THE 
> MAIN GATE. 


THIS CASTLE чо 
IS FULL OF SECRETS 
AND PITFALLS. IF YOU 
WANT TO GET OUT ALIVE, 
T”LL TAKE IT FROM 
HERE. 








у I Mi SS 


— 











= 


% 

ç N Å 
қ 

\ 








№ 


, е. 
GE TIN 
Ж! NE A | Š x 





| THE POWER... 
| НЕ?5 EVEN STRONGER 
THAN I COULD HAVE 


EVERYONE ASSUMED 


X= 


DO YOU 
HEAR, FATHER2 
ІМ GOING TO HAVE 
THE ONE THING YOU 
WOULD NEVER 
GIVE ME. 


TLL BEA 
QUEEN. NOT 
JUST OF TTEREVE, 
ZA BUT OF THE ENTIRE 


—€ FY 


Й THAT THE KHATZ COULD 
(| ONLY BE BONDED WITH 
A GUARDIAN, DOLORA. 

BUT I’VE PROVEN 


THEM ALL WRONG. 4 


IMAGINED! 


a 


I NEVER DOUBTED YOU, 
РОРРЕТ. YOU?VE NEVER 
FAILED WHEN YOU 

SET YOUR MIND 

TO SOMETHING. 


BUT, CONTROLLING 
THE KHAT IS ONLY THE 
FIRST STEP TO GLORY. 





THERE IS STILL 
THE GUARDIAN TO 
BE DEALT WITH, AND 
SOMETHING HAS 
CHANGED. I CAN 
FEEL IT. 


HER POWER 
HAS GROWN 
STRONGER, MORE 
FOCUSED. 


YOU?VE BEEN WITH ME SINCE I 
WAS A BABE, DOLORA. DO YOU 
HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT I WILL 
ALLOW EVERYTHING I HAVE 
DONE--EVERYTHING I HAVE 
SACRIFICED--TO BE UNDONE 
BY A CHILD2 


WHAT CHANCE 
CAN ONE GRUBBY 
LITTLE GIRL POSSIBLY 
HAVE AGAINST BALOR?S 
CHOSEN ЕКІГЕ? 





OHHH. MY BACK. 
МЕКЕ LUCKY ALL THE 
MOTHERS WERE HERE. 
I DONT KNOW HOW I 

WAS GOING TO FEED 
EVERYONE AT THE 
SAME TIME. 


POOR BABY. 
DON?T 
YOUR MAMA?S WORRY, TLL 


МОТ HERE? TAKE CARE 


HERE. 
ТРУБЕ BEEN 
SAVING 
THIS. 


THERE WASN?T ENOUGH TO SHARE, 
AND IT WOULDN?T HAVE BEEN RIGHT 
TO EAT WHEN ALL THOSE LITTLE 
BABIES WERE SO HUNGRY. 


A GUARDIAN 


MUST BE WILLING Wy 
TO PUT THE WELL- 
BEING OF THE LAND 


AND ITS PEOPLE 
ABOVE ALL ELSE. 





WELL, I GUESS 
THIS MEANS WE 
PASSED THE SECOND 
TEST. ALTHOUGH THE 
GONG WAS A BIT 
MUCH. 





BUT, NOW, 


: HMMMM. I 
WHERE ARE : WONDER... WHAT 


IS THIS SUPPOSED 
TO роз 





NOW, LOOK! 


\ \\| LOOKS LIKE ` 9 
N SHE?S MY ML 
7 PRISONER. N) CELEBRATING. 
| І WONDER... _ 
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MAYBE THIS MIRROR IS 
SHOWING US THE FUTURE, 
AND THIS MEANS МЕКЕ 
GOING TO DO IT, PUPPY! 
WE?RE GOING TO SAVE 
TTEREVE! 


NO, WAIT! 
IPS CHANGING 
AGAIN! 


MOTHER! іні 
І-ІІ MAKE 
|7 HER PAY, MOTHER. 
| PLL MAKE DRUCILLA 
PAY FOR WHAT SHE Д. 
DIDTOYOU. JP 








” DRUCILLA 


AND THORNE... 
HOWZ 


NO! 
І CAN?T--I 
WON?T ACCEPT 


UNDERSTAND! 
WHAT ARE YOU 
TRYING TO TELL 
MEZ! THAT FOR 

THORNE TO LIVE, 
DRUCILLA MUST 





THE MIRROR 
PRESENTS YOU ONLY 
WITH POSSIBILITIES. THE 
FUTURE DEPENDS UPON 
YOUR CHOICE, GUARDIAN. 

š YOUK FINAL TEST. 


WILL YOU 
FIND GLORY AS 
YOU CONTINUE IN YOUR 
SEARCH FOR YOUR TRUTH, 
LEARN TO HARNESS YOUR || | 
| POWER AND SAVE THE LAND | 
OF TTEREVE, OK WILL YOU Д 
SEEK TO SAVE YOUR 
COMPANION2 


THE FUTURE YOU AREN’T OFFERING ME GLORY. 
OF TTEREVE YOU ARE ASKING ME 
IS IN YOUR TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 
VENGEANCE AND 
FRIENDSHIP. 


MOTHER I WOULD 
MAKE DRUCILLA 
PAY FOR WHAT 

` SHE DID. 


BUT I 
ИОМТ SACRIFICE 
| THORNE TO DO IT. 
AND SHE WOULDN?T 
j WANT ME TO. 


YOU WOULD PUT THE 
LIFE OF A BEAST ABOVE 
YOUR DUTY TO YOUR 
MOTHER2 ABOVE THE 
GLORY YOU WOULD 
RECEIVE FOR FREEING 
THE CITIZENS OF 
TTEREVE2! 


I?M NO BETTER THAN DRUCILLA 
IF I SEEK REVENGE OVER 
LOVE. THAT?S NOT SAVING 
THE PEOPLE OF TTEREVE, 
IT?S REPLACING ONE 
TYRANT WITH ; 
АМОТНЕЕ. Š THAT PERSON 
“SS IN THAT MIRROR... 
STANDING OVER 
DRUCILLA...THAT 
ISN?T ME...IT ISN?T 
WHO I WANT 





MAYBE TLL END UP A 
PRISONER, BUT THORNE 
WILL BE ALIVE, AND WHERE 

THERE IS LIFE, THERE 

IS HOPE 


ACCEPT THIS HEART STONE | 


AS A GIFT FROM US TO 
WARD AGAINST THE 
COMING DARKNESS. 


GOOD OR BAD, 

IT WILL REFLECT 
BACK THE ESSENCE 
OF THE POWER THAT 

LIES WITHIN THE 

WEARER. 


NOW. LET 
US SEE IF WE 
| CAN FKEE YOUK 
| KHAT FROM HIS CHAINS 
A AND MAKE YOU A PROPER 
GUARDIAN. 


A DAY WILL 
COME IN THE BATTLE 
AHEAD WHERE YOU 

MAY HAVE CAUSE TO 
LOSE HOPE, TO LOSE 
FAITH IN WHO AND 
WHAT YOU ARE. 


LIKE YOU, 
ITS TRUE POWER 
COMES FROM 
WITHIN. 





“І JUST HAVE, 
A FEELING...” 


PLEDGED MYSELF 
TO PROTECT HER AND 
THE LITTLE BRAT GOES 

AND THROWS HERSELF 
DOWN THE FIRST 
RABBIT HOLE SHE 


I SHOULD 
KNOW BETTER 
THAN TO LISTEN TO 
BLOODY GIRLS AND 
THEIR BLOODY 
FEELINGS. 


SIMON! SIMON, 
T’VE DONE IT! ТМ 
GOING TO BE A 
GUARDIAN. 


I SURE AS HELL HØPE 50, COME ON, SIMON. I NEEDED 
OTHERWISE I WASTED AN TO BE TESTED TO UNDERSTAND 
ENTIRE DAY SITTING HERE THE SOURCE OF MY POWER 

FOR NOTHING. AND WHAT IT REALLY MEANS 
TO BE A GUARDIAN. 


NOW, THEY ARE 
GOING TO TAKE THAT 
HORRIBLE COLLAR OFF 
THORNE. AND THEN WE 
CAN FINALLY BE TOGETHER 
LIKE WE WERE MEANT 





Yw; 


SOMETHING?S 
| FORBIDDEN TO 
SHED BLOOD ON 
HOLY GROUND. , 











COMING! 
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НЕ WOULDN'T... ` 
НЕ COULDN'T.... 


ROSE! YOUVE 
GOT TO STOP 
RUNNING OFF 

LIKE THA-- 


FORGIVE US, ROSE. WE 
ERRED IN SEPARATING 


YOU AND THORNE. 
SHE IGNORED hå E 


US FOR SO LONG, WE 
BELIEVED THE POWER 
OF TERA KEPT US SAFE... 

BEYOND HER REACH. 


WE WERE 


> 


за 


72 
WITHOUT YOUR 
CONNECTION TO 
PROTECT HIM, DRUCILLA 
WAS ABLE TO USE THE 
POWER OF THE COLLAR 
ON THORNE. 





OH, SIMON! I PRETENDED 
I WAS LISTENING TO MY HEART... 
BUT, IF I HAD...IF I REALLY HAD, 
MAYBE THIS...THIS AWFULNESS 
WOULDN?T HAVE HAPPENED. 


ROSE, YOU 
HAVE TO KNOW, 
THIS WASN?T HIS 

FAULT. YOU DON?T 
KNOW HOW POWERFUL 
DRUCILLA IS... 


PN 


--- THE THINGS 
SHE CAN 
MAKE YOU 


SHE... ZHIC= 
SHE?S GOT HIM. 
SHE’S GOT 
THORNE! 





IF THE IDEA 
WAS TO ESCAPE THE 
CASTLE, SHOULDN?T WE 
BE GOING UP INSTEAD 
OF DOWN2Z 


BY ALL MEANS, IF YOU 
WANT TO GET ROUNDED 
UP WITH THE REST OF 
THE PRISONERS... 








YOU HAVE PLAYED YOUR PART 
WELL, ARTUS, AND FOR THATI 
AM GRATEFUL. BUT, PRINCE FELIX 
GREW UP IN THIS CASTLE. WE MUST 
LET THOSE WHO ARE BEST 
SUITED PLAY THEIR PART, 

AS WELL. 





YEARS AGO, WHEN THINGS 
STARTED TO GO BADLY, I TOOK 
SOME PRECAUTIONS. I GUESS, 
EVEN THEN, A PART OF ME WAS 
AFRAID OF WHAT MY SISTER 
WAS CAPABLE OF. 


GET BACK! ` 
SOMEONE?S 
COMING. 


PLEASE... 
GIVE ME À 
REASON TO SLIT 
YOUR THROAT. 








PRINCE FELIX. I HEARD THERE BUT NOW THAT DRUCILLA 
WAS SOME TROUBLE WITH HAS CONTROL OF A 
RATS IN THE CASTLE. KHAT, THAT WON?T BE 
A PROBLEM FOR 
MUCH LONGER. 


LIAR! YOU TREACHEROUS, 
OLD SPIDER! YOU ARE 
GOING TO PAY... 


LET ME HANDLE 
THIS, PRINCE 
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AFTER ALL, NO ONE 
HAS MORE RIGHT TO 
CALL DOLORA NAMES 
THAN HER BIG 
SISTER. 





I HEARD YOU WERE IN THE 
DUNGEONS. I SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN THEY WEREN?T 
ENOUGH TO HOLD AN OLD 
WITCH LIKE YOU. 


Он, IT?S TRUE ALRIGHT. NOW THAT DRUCILLA HAS 
ЈРМ ON MY WAY TO OPEN THE LAST KHAT UNDER HER 
THE BACK GATE FOR THE COMMAND, IT?S ONLY A MATTER 

NEWEST RESIDENT OF OF TIME BEFORE SHE 
THE PALACE. HAS YOUR PRECIOUS 
GUARDIAN, TOO. 


NO, BUT THEY ARE 
WELL SUITED TO 
HOLD MANIPULATIVE 
LIARS. 


AND THEN FINALL Y, 
MAGIC, AND THE LAND 
THAT SPAWNED IT, WILL 

BE DESTROYED! 
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NOT IF I HAVE 
ANYTHING TO SAY 
ABOUT IT. 





ў ASLEEP. 
FOR now. JJ 
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AND DRUCILLA IS YOURS. 
SO, PULL eg WE NEED TO 
! CONFIRM WHAT 


TOGETHER: f DOLORA SAID IS TRUE, 
AND, IF IT IS, THEN WE 
HAVE A GUARDIAN TO FIND 
AND NOT A MOMENT 
TO WASTE. 





WHERE IS 
DOLORA2 SHE 
WAS SUPPOSED 
TO BE HERE TO 
WITNESS MY 
MOMENT OF 
TRIUMPH. 


ТМ SURE SHELL BE HERE SOON, 
YOUR MAJESTY. WOULD YOU LIKE 
ME TO GO AND FIND...2 


WELCOME, 
THORNE...TO 
YOUR NEW 





THIS IS 
BAD. THIS IS 
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--- AND 
EMBRACES US 
IN DEATH. 


ОЛЫ 
















THANK YOU 
FOR THAT. LANA 
ALWAYS LOVED 
THE HIBISCUS 
FLOWER. 
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(у IT WAS THE 
LEAST I COULD DO 
CONSIDERING... 








AT THE 
FATHER? 
TABLE--2 


5 ТІМЕ ТО 
GO, ROSE. 


















DO NOT 
GRIEVE FOR 

LANA. WHILE IT?S 

TRUE HER BODY 
HAS RETURNED TO THE 
MOTHER, SHE LIVED A 
GOOD AND OBEDIENT 
LIFE. SHE HAS EARNED 
HER PLACE AT THE 
FATHER?S TABLE. 








WE?VE WASTED 
ENOUGH TIME 





REMEMBER, 
ROSE. JUST AS 
OUR MOTHER, TERA, 


IS THE FOUNDATION 
FOR ALL LIFE, SO, TOO, 
IS YOUR HEART THE 
FOUNDATION FOR 
YOUR POWER AS A 
GUARDIAN. YOU 
MUST SEEK 
OUT... 




























CAN?T GET 
OUTTA THIS 
PLACE FAST 
ENOUGH. 







BUT, I 
DIDN?T GET TO 
HEAR WHAT HE WAS 
GOING TO TELL ME TO 
SEEK OUT, SIMON. 
WHAT IF IT?S 
IMPORTANT2 
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PRIESTS, 
PROPHETS, 
WIZARDS. THEY’RE 
ALL THE SAME...GIVE 
YOU JUST ENOUGH 


KNOWLEDGE TO 
HANG YOURSELF. 


YOU SHOULD 

BE FOCUSED ON 
THORNE. OR HAVE 
YOU FORGOTTEN THAT 

НЕ?$ DRUCILLA’S 

OF COURSE PRISONERZ 

I HAVEN?T 

FORGOTTEN 

THORNE. 


ВОТ...І CAN?T 

FEEL HIM, SIMON. 

OUR CONNECTION... 
IT?S GONE. 
ЗЗМЕЕ- 


7 Z 
NS "Ў 
WHATS THAT Зь А 
YOU*RE ALWAYS 
TELLING МЕ? 
HAVE FAITHZ 


I’VE SEEN 
THE TWO OF YOU \ 
TOGETHER. THERE?S МО 
POWER IN THE WORLD 
STRONG ENOUGH TO 
COME BETWEEN YOU. 


THANKS, SIMON. 
YOU'RE A GOOD 
М FRIEND. 


“SIDES...THAT 
KHAT?S AS ORNERY 
AS THEY COME. TLL BET 
HE?S GIVING DRUCILLA A 
HELL OF A TIME RIGHT 
ABOUT NOW. 


N 


SSS 


AS 





I DON?T 
UNDERSTAND? 
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SV 
ARGE 


WEARING THE P å 


COLLAR. 


AND, HE 
CAME SO EASILY 
WHEN I FIRST 
CALLED HIM. 


— | | 
HIS WILL IS VEKY 
STRONG, YOUR HIS WILL 
MAJESTY. HAS ALWAYS 


BEEN STRONG, 
DOLORA. 


THAT 
DOESN?T 
EXPLAIN THIS 
NEWFOUND 
AGGRESSION. 
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125 THE 
GUARDIAN, 
ROSE. SHE 

HAS CHANGED, 

GROWN 

STRONGER. 


IF I CAN 
FEEL IT, NO DOUBT 
THE KHAT SENSES IT 
TOO. THE CLOSER SHE 
COMES, THE STRONGER 
THEIR BOND WILL BE-- 
UNTIL YOU HAVE LOST 
HIM. WE MUST ACT 
QUICKLY. 


ARRGH! 
THAT GIRL 
AGAIN! 


SEND OUT 
EDWARD AND 
THE FALLEN TO 
DEAL WITH HER 
ONCE AND FOR 
ALL. 





THORNE 
IS MINE, 
NOW! 





SHE ALWAYS WAS 
SLIPPERY AS AN EEL, 
THAT ONE, BUT SHE AND 

THE PRINCE WILL HAVE 
TO WAIT FOR NOW. WE 
NEED TO FOCUS OUR 
EFFORTS ON THE 
GUARDIAN. 


DRUCILLA HAS 
SENT THE FALLEN 
BACK OUT TO FIND 
HER, BUT I DON?T IT?S POSSIBLE 
TRUST THEM. THEY’VE THAT THERE IS SOME 
ALREADY FAILED SMALL PART OF THEIR 
ONCE. FORMER SELVES STILL 
FIGHTING WHAT THEY 


_ ~ HAVE BECOME. 
HAVE 


YOU FOUND 
MY SISTER 
YETZ 





IF WE ARE TO BE READY FOR 
THE MASTER?S ARRIVAL, WE 
WILL NEED TO TAKE MATTERS 
INTO OUR OWN HANDS. 





DRUCILLA IS 
RUTHLESS AND 


ul 
а=шы 
HET 
аш 
u 
azant 
4 
55222 
ВО |, съ 
EENE 
Largo 
% 955 


FIND THE GIRL 
AND BRING 
HER TO ME 





WILL, YOU?VE LOST 
YOUR MIND IF YOU THINK 


| 


YOURE GONNA ВЕ ABLE | 
TO JUST WALK UP TO А 
THE GATES OF VENTA | | 


BELGARUM. ibe | 


THE QUEEN?S 
GUARD WILL HAVE 
YOU SHACKLED AND 
LOCKED AWAY BEFORE 
YOU CAN SAY “ILA.” 


AN? THAT?S IF WE | THERE?R? POSTERS WITH 
EVEN MAKE IT T° | YER FACE ON “EM 
THE CAPITAL. | 


BJARKE. YEK SUPPOSED 
TO BE THE SENSIBLE 
ONE! TALK SOME 
SENSE INTO HIM. 





LEAVE HIM 
ALONE, FEL. 
YOU DIDN?T 

HAVE TO 
COME. 








LIKE THE BIG GUY?S 
UP Т? THE JOB. 


DIDN?T HAVE TO 
COME?! LOOK, I LOVE ILA 
TOO, BUT YA HAVEN?T BEEN 
RIGHT SINCE SHE WAS 
TAKEN. SOMEONE?S GOTTA 
> KEEP AN EYE ON YA. 


HUSH! 
SOMETHING?S 
NOT RIGHT. 


UH... YEAH! ТНАТ 5 
WHAT Т?УЕ BEEN 


NO, FEL. LOOK AROUND. 
WHERE ARE THE 
VILLAGERS2 


YOU SCOUT 
THE PERIMETER 
AND SEE WHAT YOU 
CAN FIND. BJARKE 
AND I WILL LOOK 
AROUND HERE. 





EVERY HOUSE IS 
EXACTLY THE SAME. ALL 
THEIR BELONGINGS ARE 
STILL HERE. IT’S LIKE 
THEY JUST VANISHED 
INTO THIN AIR. 


--- SUCCESS. 


WHAT IS IT, 
BJARKE2 


LETS 
HOPE FEL 
HAS HAD 
MORE... 





BJARKE, 
YOU?VE DONE 
IT AGAIN. 


Р.Р... 
PLEASE DON?T 
HURT US. 












































WE SHOULD 
BE GETTING AS 
FAR AWAY FROM THE 
CASTLE AS POSSIBLE, 
NOT HIDING BARELY A 
HUNDRED YARDS 
FROM IT. 


BUT THAT?S 
EXACTLY WHAT 
WE SHOULD BE 

DOING, ARTUS. 


DOLORA... 
THE GUARDS... 

MY SISTER, DRUCILLA... 
THEY ALL EXPECT US 
TO RUN AS FAR AND AS 
FAST AS WE CAN. ТНЕКЕ?5 
NO SAFER PLACE IN ALL 
OF TTEREVE FOR US 
RIGHT NOW. 


I STILL DON?T ILA WASN?T WRONG WHEN SHE 
LIKE IT. IT WILL TAKE SAID THE LAND ITSELF IS RISING 


GENERATIONS 
UP AGAINST MY SISTER. 
EVEN THE TO ERASE THE SMELL 


OF THE BLOOD MY SISTER 
2222. 5” HAS SHED ON THESE 
DEATH. ” GROUNDS. 


WHAT?S 
TAKING ILA 
SO LONG2 


I DONT KNOW 
WHAT SHE?S DOING 
OUT THERE, BUT I THINK 
I KNOW HER WELL ENOUGH 
BY NOW TO KNOW THAT 
WHATEVER IT 15... SHE 
WON'T BE RUSHED 
AT IT. 





YOUR 
GREAT KHAT 
IMPRISONED. 

YOUR GUARDIAN 
IN TROUBLE. 


GREAT AND 
HOLY FATHER. 
HEAR YOUR 


SERVANT. 





DO YOU THINK 
SHE’S GOING TO HAVE 
US GO BACK INTO THE CASTLE 
TO SAVE THORNE? OR FIND 
THIS GUARDIAN OF HERS2 
WHAT?S HER МАМЕ? 


I MEAN, HOW ARE WE EVEN 
SUPPOSED TO FIND HER2 TTEREVE 
IS A BIG COUNTRY, RIGHT2 AND IF 
DRUCILLA HAS HER KHAT, THEN 

SHE MUST BE DEAD. 


RIGHT2 


ГУЕ KNOWN THORNE А 
LONG TIME. HE WOULD 
RATHER DIE THAN BE 
USED AGAINST THE 
LAND HE LOVES. 


OOOHHHH! 


ILA! 
WHERE ARE 
YOUZ 


AS MUCH AS 1°” LOVE TO FREE 
THORNE, ILA?S NOT STUPID. 
DRUCILLA HAS THORNE 
COMPLETELY UNDER 
HER CONTROL. 


IF WE 
DON?T FIND 
THIS GUARDIAN, 
OR IF SHE?S 
DEAD... 


YOU 
WOULDN?T! 
HE?S THE 
LAST OF HIS 
KIND. 





RELAX, ARTUS. 
YOU?RE GOING 
TO PACE A HOLE 

IN FLOOR. 


y ILA WILL BE 
з BACK WHEN 
w SHE?S... 
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I KNOW THIS VIAS \\ | Al 
Й MUST BE PAINFUL, | ~ \\\ | и. | 
BUT I NEED TO 
KNOW. 


ў І NEED TO 
KNOW WHAT I’M 
WALKING INTO... 
WHAT THORNE IS 
DEALING WITH. 
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M PRINCESS! 
SORRY. 1...1 
DIDN?T REALIZE 


ANYONE WAS 
IN HERE. 


||| š | 
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HAVE YOU EVER 
FELT ALONE, 
SIR...2 





I”VE FOUND THE STABLES 
ARE AS PRIVATE AS IS 
POSSIBLE IN A CASTLE 
FULL OF SERVANTS 


TLL GET 
OUT OF YOUR 
WAY, SIR 
KNIGHT. 


NO 


NO...IT?S 
FINE. I CAN 


JUST... 


HAVE YOU EVER FELT AS IF THERE 
WAS NO ONE IN THIS WORLD 
WHO CARED ABOUT YOU? IF 
YOU LIVED OR DIED2 


ГМ SURE 
THAT?S МОТ 
SOMETHING YOU 
NEED TO WORRY 
ABOUT, YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 


BUT THAT?S 
WHERE YOU?RE 
WRONG, SIR DANTE. 
I”VE NEVER BEEN 
MORE ALONE. 


MY FATHER 
AND BROTHER 
ARE CONSPIRING 
TO SEND ME AWAY 
FROM THE ONLY 
HOME TVE EVER 
KNOWN... 


- ЛО SOME 
ВАККЕМ, РЕБОГАТЕ 
ROCK ON THE EDGE 

OF THE WORLD. 


I PD RATHER MARRY 
A PEASANT AND SPEND 
THE REST OF MY LIFE IN 
POVERTY THAN LEAVE 

THE LAND AND THE 

PEOPLE I LOVE 
ИР, SO DEARLY. 


ГЦ BET 
YOU COULD 
NEVER BE 
SO CRUEL. 


TLL BET 
THERE’S 
NOTHING YOU 
WOULDN?T DO 
FOR SOMEONE 
YOU LOVED. 





I DON?T 
KNOW WHAT YOU 
THINK TLL TELL 

YOU THAT YOU 
DON?T ALREADY 


DRUCILLA IS RUTHLESS. 
SHELL DO WHATEVER 
IT TAKES TO GET WHAT AND SHE 
SHE WANTS. DOESN?T CARE 
WHAT OR WHO IS 
SACRIFICED 
TOWARD THAT 
END. 


INCLUDING 
THORNE. 


КА 


DRUCILLA HAS WANTED 
THORNE FOR AS LONG AS 
І CAN REMEMBER. НЕ?5 
SAFE ENOUGH. 


BUT, THERE IS ONLY ONE THING 
STANDING IN THE WAY OF 
DRUCILLA GETTING 
EVERYTHING SHE 





AND THE 
ONLY ONE 
== THING YOU NEED | 
TO WORRY | 








TLL 
zei TAKE CARE OF 
~ DRUCILLA. 
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SHE MURDERED 
HER FATHER AND 
FOUGHT A WAR 
AGAINST HER 
TWIN BROTHER. 


“THE TOWN I LEFT 
WAS FILLED WITH DEAD, 
AND EVERYWHERE THESE 
QUEER RED FLIES CRAWLED 
UPON THE CORPSES' EYES, 
| /> EATING THEM AWAY.” ( 
! 1 А 


DO YA 
THINK IT?S TRUEZ 
=” DRUCILLA’S WIPIN? 
қ OUT WHOLE VILLAGES 
Э WHEN SOMEONE GETS 
A CASE O” THE 
SNIFFLES2 


AFTER THAT, 
YOU GOTTA THINK 
THERE?S NOTHING 

SHE WOULDN?T 
DO. 


50 WHA?S THE 
PLAN, WILL2 YOU TAKE 
THE RIGHT, I TAKE THE 
LEFT, AN? WE MEET 
IN THE MIDDLE2 





THE PLAN 
IS WE RESCUE 
ILA. PERIOD. 


50 YER 
JUST GONNA 
LET THEM GET 
AWAY WITH 112 


THEY MURDER 
AN ENTIRE VILLAGE 
OF PEOPLE AND YER 
GONNA LET THEM SIT 
THERE LAUGHIN? AND 
SINGIN? “ВОСТ IT2! 


ARE YOU 
COMING, 
FEL2 


BJARKE IS TAKING THE 
MOTHER AND HER SON 
SOMEWHERE SAFE. 
WHAT ELSE DO YOU 
EXPECT ME TO DO2 


THERE?S 
ONLY ONE WAY 
TO STOP DRUCILLA, 
AND KILLING A FEW 
SOLDIERS ISN?T 
GOING TO DO IT. 





NO. NO I 
AIN?T. AN? YOU 
SHOULDN?T BE 

NEITHER. 


THAT?S MORE 
LIKE DRUCILLA?S 
WAY O” THINKIN? 
THAN ANY FRIEND 


IF ILA WAS O” MINE. 
HERE, SHE?D BE 
ASHAMED OF 


YA. 





y 


ILA WAS ALWAYS 
SAYIN? THAT LIFE 
IS ABOUT MAKIN? 
CHOICES. WELL T’M 
CHOOSIN? TA GO 
DOWN THERE AND 
TEACH THOSE 
MURDERERS 
A LESSON. 


THE WHOLE POINT 
О? THE RESISTANCE...O” 
WHAT WE WERE DOIN? WAS 
FOR THE PEOPLE. AN” NOW 
DRUCILLA?S GONE FROM 
BURNING VILLAGES TA 
BURNING INNOCENTS. 


THIS WAR AIN?T 
WORTH WINNING 
IF YOU”RE WILLING 

Т” SACRIFICE 

INNOCENTS 
т DO IT. 


‘S FAR AS 
РМ CONCERNED, 


THERE?S ONLY 
ONE THING LEFT 
TA KNOW. 








Sf DO YA 
«> WANT THE 
LEFT SIDE 


OR THE 
«НТ? 











REBELS! 
GET “EM! 


/ NOT UNTIL 
| WE KNOW WHAT | 
THAT 15. 


LESS 
TALKING, 
MORE 
KILLING. 


THIS IS 


WHAT TM 
TALKIN? 
ABOUT! 





NOW... 
LET?S GO 
FREE ILA. 





ILA, HOW 
EXACTLY IS IT 
THAT YOU KNOW 
WHERE WERE 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE GOING2 


I COULD 
TELL YOU, ARTUS, 
BUT I AM NOT 
SURE THAT YOU 
ARE READY FOR 
THE ANSWER. 


ІМ NOT SO 
SURE ГМ READY 
FOR ANY OF THIS, 
BUT IT?S A LITTLE 
TOO LATE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
THAT NOW. 


EVENTS ARE 
MOVING MORE QUICKLY 
THAN I HAD ANTICIPATED. ROSE 
IS IN GRAVE DANGER. WE MUST 
HOPE THAT WE CAN REACH 
HER IN TIME. 


WHAT KIND OF 
DANGER ARE WE 
TALKING ABOUT 
HEREZ ANOTHER 
OF MY SISTER’S 

DEATH SQUADS2 


I AM WORRIED, 
PRINCE FELIX. A 
NEW EVIL STALKS 
TTEREVE. MORE THAN 
THAT I DO NOT KNOW. 
ONLY THAT WE MUST 
FIND ROSE. 





ILA... I HATE 
TO ASK, BUT IF 
DRUCILLA HAS THE 
KHAT, HOW DO WE 
EVEN KNOW THIS GIRL 
IS STILL ALIVE2 









I MEAN, 
EVERYTHING А V N 
T°VE EVER READ | 7 å (аў қ 
SAYS THAT ONLY iR | 4 WN 
DEATH CAN SEPARATE С | é N 
A KHAT FROM HIS 751 E ў 
GUARDIAN. 
у 
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SOMETIMES, УА Т 
ARTUS, FAITH I Ў, EL | Е 
MEANS YOU MUST NN ( [№ 
BELIEVE IN THINGS ВАЛИ Y 
YOU CANNOT 
SEE... | 
G тт т 
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--- THINGS 
YOU CANNOT 
UNDERSTAND. 


а 








SHE IS 
ALIVE. FOR 





SIMONZ 








MN 
ша I HOPE YOU CAN |) 
FORGIVE МЕ. | 
us 

Ë Џ 








вот ІМ NOT 
GOING TO LOSE 
ONE МОКЕ-- 











GOING 


| SOMEWHERE, |. 








YOU CAN?T 
COME WITH 
ME. 


YOU HAVE TO NI 
UNDERSTAND... Ñ 
THORNE, ILA...MY 
MOTHER...I CAN”... 
I WON”T LET 
ANYONE ELSE BE 
HURT BECAUSE 





AND...AND 
I KNOW HOW 
MUCH DRUCILLA 


I DON?T KNOW 
WHAT?S GOING TO 
HAPPEN AND I CANT... 
I WON?T PUT YOU IN THE 
POSITION OF HAVING TO 
CHOOSE BETWEEN YOUR 
VOW TO ME AND YOUR 

FEELINGS FOR HER. _ 


| +) [| | | 


VERT FØL 
YES. THANK YOU FOR 


й (а EN AN UNDERSTANDING. пра ў 
МР \\ \ FOR EVERYTHING / í< WE?LL LEAVE 
YOUVE DONE FOR | — | WHEN YOU EE 
` Е. 7 











MAYBE 
YOU DIDN?T 
HEAR ME! / 


I JUST TOLD 
YOU, YOU’RE 
NOT COMING 
WITH ME. 


















TELLING YOU 
THAT I MADE A 
VOW TO PROTECT 
YOU TO THE DEATH, 
AND THAT?S EXACTLY 
WHAT ІМ GOING 








THEN L 

RELEASE 
YOU FROM 
YOUR VOW. 


Ə 













IT DOESNT 
WOKK LIKE 
THAT, KOSE. 


ай” 


I DON?T 
ASK YOU TO 
BE LESS THAN 

YOU ARE. STOP 
| ASKING IT 
OF ME! 











PLEASE! 
YOU HAVE TO... 
YOU HAVE TO 
LET ME GO! 


DID MY SISTER 
UNDERMINE YOUR 
MANHOOD 50 MUCH 


THAT THE ONLY WAY LEFT | 


FOR YOU TO REDEEM 
YOUR COWARDICE IS BY 
INTIMIDATING LITTLE 
GIRLS, DANTE? 





THEN ILA 
IS KEEPING 
COMPANY WITH 
А MURDERER. 


SAYS THE MAN 
WHO SPENT THE LAST 
TEN YEARS MURDERING 
INNOCENTS FOR THE 
LOVE OF MY BLOOD- 
CRAZED SISTER. 


EVEN NOW, AFTER EVERYTHING 
SHE HAS DONE, HOW CAN YOU 
CONTINUE TO BELIEVE I COULD 
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
DEATH OF MY FATHER 
` AND BROTHERS2 Í 


ONCE THE 
FOOL, ALWAYS 
THE FOOL, I 
GUESS. 


UNLIKE YOU, 
I HAVE NEVER 
PRETENDED TO 

BE ANYTHING 

OTHER THAN 

WHAT I AM. 





SIMON, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
РОМС? PLEASE! 
МЕКЕ ALL ON THE 
SAME SIDE. 


STAY OUT 
OF THIS, ROSE. 
THIS IS BETWEEN 
ME AND THE 
PRINCE. 





I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING 
ALL THAT HAS TRANSPIRED 
SINCE WE WERE LAST 
TOGETHER, MY DEAR. 


I HAD 
HOPED THAT 
YOU WOULD FIND 
THE KHAT BEFORE 
DRUCILLA, BUT DO 
NOT WORRY, ALL 
IS NOT LOST 
YET. 





GRIER?S 
DEATH IS ON HIS 
HANDS. PERHAPS 
YOUR MOTHER?S 
IS ALSO. 


ILA, YOU 
HAVE TO 
STOP THEM! 
SIMON?S NOT 
THE ENEMY. 
HE?S MY 
FRIEND! 





NO. IT IS 
LONG PAST TIME 
HE IS HELD TO 
ACCOUNT FOR 

HIS SINS. 





SIMON ASKED FOR 
FORGIVENESS. TO DENY 
HIM WOULD HAVE BEEN 

TO TURN MY BACK ON 


YOU THINK 
I DONT KNOW 


KNOW EXACTLY 
WHO AND WHAT 
HE WAS2 


I AM NOT 
THE CHILD 
YOU KNEW IN 
MILLHAVEN, 
FOCUSED ON 
REVENGE. 


ТРУБЕ BEEN 
THROUGH THE 
RITUAL OF 
ILLUMINATION. 
ІМ A GUARDIAN 
NOW! AND, 

A GUARDIAN 
SERVES THE 
LAND AND 
ITS PEOPLE! 


THATZ THAT I DON?T 
А \ WHAT I AM! WHAT YOU 
WANTED ME TO BE! 


I WON?T 
DENY WHO AND 
WHAT I AM. IF YOU 
WON?T STOP THEM... 








WHAT IN THE HELL DO TO THROW YOURSELF 
YOU THINK YOURE AWAY FOR NO 
DOING, ROSE? TRYING REASON OTHER 
TO GET YOURSELF THAN EGO AND 
KILLED2 PRIDE IS 
SELFISH! 


IT’S SOMETHING 
DRUCILLA WOULD 
Ека 
OF YOU! 





THERE ARE 
SOME DESTINIES 
YOU САК?Т 
CHANGE. 


IE THAT WAS 


TRUE YOU WOULD 
HAVE TURNED ME 
OVER TO DRUCILLA 
THE FIRST DAY 
WE MET. 


TO THE DEATH! 
THAT?S WHAT YOU 
PROMISED ME! 


DON?T 
WORRY, 
LITTLE ONE. 
TVE GOT 
YOU. 





DOESN?T SEEM 


TO BE ANYTHING [Г 
| PHYSICALLY WRONG Д? 
WITH HER. N 


SHE WAS FOOL TO 
JUMP INTO THE MIDDLE 
OF A SWORD FIGHT LIKE 
THAT. SHE COULD HAVE 

BEEN KILLED. 


UHHH... 
WHAT?S 
SHE TALKING 
ABOUT2 WHO?S 
COMING2 


STRENGTH 
TAKES MANY 








WELL 
TAKE CARE 
OF THESE... 





ALAN 


COME ON. 
WE?VE GOTTA 
GO-- 


ARTUS! GET 
ROSE OUT OF 
HERE! NOW! 


мо: тэм NOT 
GOING ANYWHERE! 
THIS IS MY FIGHT! 


IT WOULD 
SEEM THAT, FOR (a 
NOW, WE HAVE A 
COMMON GOAL, 


KNIGHT. 


аў 

















YOU CANNOT 
HOPE TO STAND 
AGAINST THE 
POWER OF THREE 
GUARDIANS. 


BE GONE, DEMON. 
YOU BETRAYED ANY 
POWER YOU HELD 
\ OVER THIS LAND, 
J LONG AGO. 


COBBUPTS, BUT 
THE POWER OF 
A GUARDIAN IS 
ETERNAL. 


(Т 
mer (Kal | 
er | rr 


= | 





ISSUE #7 VARIANT COVER by 
LOOPYDAVE 








ISSUE #8 VARIANT COVER by 
LOOPYDAVE 








IG GUARA & TRIONA FARRELL 


ISSUE #8 VARIANT COVER by 


72 \ LP 
LA T 
) 14 





LOOPYDAVE 


ISSUE 89 VARIANT COVER by 








SSUE #9 VARIANT COVER by 
REIO 


ISSUE #9 VARIANT COVER by 
ISABELLE ANGELL 





ISSUE 89 VARIANT COVER by 
LOOPYDAVE 





ISSUE #10 VARIANT COVER by 
KEVIN MAGUIRE & TRIONA FARRELL 





(а 
KO 





ISSUE #11 
VARIANT COVER by 
LOOPYDAVE 






о ISSUE #11 VARIANTR 8 33 
ш. x А SABIN RIC 







ISSUE #11 VARIANT COVER by 
VICENTE CIFUENTES 


МИК | Је 
у 





ISSUE #12 VARIANT COVER by 
LOOPYDAVE 


ISSUE #6 


VARIANT COVER by 





DAWN MCTEIGUE 




















IN THE LAND OF TTEREVE, MAGIC IS A DEATH SENTENCE. 


In this second volume of ROSE, writer Meredith Finch (Wonder Woman) and artist 
Ig Guara (Batman: Arkham Knight) send us, once again, into a fantastic world on the 
brink of chaos. 


Rose, separated from her companions by the forces of war, must find a way to remove 
Drucilla's collar from Thorne's neck in order to complete the bond between Guardian and 
Khat—and to save her homeland from the queen’s blight. This quest will reunite Rose with 
old friends and see her develop a deeper understanding of her powers, but it will also 
result in Thorne committing an unthinkable act. Forces more diabolical than Drucilla 
are working against them, and even Rose's new knight protector might not be enough 
to save the her from disaster. 
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